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President’s Message 
 

   “The ice has broken on the Santa Cruz”  is a longtime Tucson 
saying for the first 100° day of the year, and now it's time to        

months as it is so very HOT and DRY. I've tried various      
methods to keep my iris going through the summer with   
varying degrees of success: light mulch, shading, cleaning up 
(or not) the dried foliage, and just the right amount of water 
to keep them alive but not rotting. Re-read the February 2024 
newsletter for more ideas on summer survival from our panel 
discussion. Try something and share your successes and     
failures. Stay cool and keep them thriving.  
 

              - Kevin Kartchner 
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 TAIS Newsletter 

  June 2024  

Upcoming Events 

Next meeting:  

          Birthday Wishes to: 

 Rebecca Hill 

 Paul Guengrrich 

AB ‘Vivid Dream’  
 

(Tasco, 2019) 
 

Marcusen Sculpture Gardens,  
Prescott, Arizona 

 
Photo by Sue Clark, 2023 

 

“And what is so rare as a day in June? Then, if ever, come    

perfect days;  Then Heaven tries earth if it be in tune, And 

over it softly her warm ear lays. Whether we look, or 

whether we listen, We hear life murmur, or see it glisten.”    
          –James Russell Lowell (1819–1891) 

Christy Lewalski 

Olive Modello 

An Affiliate of the American Iris Society Tucson Area Iris Society - established 1965 Our 59th year 

June and July: no meetings. Newsletters will continue 

August 10: 1 PM, Tucson Botanical Garden’s Education Room, 
Rhizome auction for members only 

Rhizome Sale: September 21, 9 AM to noon (or 
when we run out), Harlow Gardens, 5620 E.   
Pima. Members-only discount hour = 8 to 9 AM 

 

Iris savannarum 

https://tucsoniris.org/newsletter/TAIS%20February%202024%20Newsletter.pdf
https://tucsoniris.org/newsletter/TAIS%20February%202024%20Newsletter.pdf


11 May 2024 - 20 members 

enjoyed Kevin Kartchner’s 

presentation about how he     

hybridizes irises and raises 

their seedlings. See notes  

on p. 7. 

General Meeting: Dick 

Butler, a new/old member 

from decades ago attended 

today. Kevin gave Iris Bucks 

to those who tended irises to 

sell at the show and to those 

who won blue ribbons. Terry 

told us that it was Diane’s 

idea last year to combine the 

iris and rose shows. Joyce 

mentioned that she posted 

the show info on her HOA’s     

Facebook page and that 

many neighbors reported 

favorably back to her about 

the show. She also said that 

she purchased four folding 

tables for the club. Terry  

believes we could sell 200-

300 potted irises at next 

year’s show. Thank you 

again to Terry and to all 

who participated in making 

the show a success.              

, 

other plants, and an iris oil 

painting by Dan were won 
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members did designs with 

that TAIS members wear 

nametags and/or club shirts. 
 

Sale Business: We motioned 

and approved $800 for Kevin 

to order 200 more rhizomes 

for the sale. Estimates for 

rhizome donations: Diane 30-

40, Sally 20, Joyce 20, Susan 

20, Terry 30-40, Pat 100, 

Kevin 350. Dan and Cathy 

will likely have some, too. 

Rhizomes will be sold for $8 

or buy 5 and get one free.    

Bonnie suggested that we 

could buy AIS calendars in 

bulk and sell them at the 

sale. Diane is working on 

publicity. Terry will speak on 

 
 

TAIS shirts: You may take a 

shirt of your choice to Renegade 

Classics Biker Outlet, 4745 E. 

Speedway, and have a TAIS  

emblem embroidered on it. You 

may choose the colors for the 

flowers and text. 
 

Mealy bug treatment per 

Joyce: Drench irises completely 

with Triple Action by Ferti-lome 

at first sign of infestation. She 

recommends spraying plants in 

the evening, and every 10-20 

days to disrupt the life cycle. 

Triple Action is available at Ace 

Hardware and from Amazon.  
 

Miscellaneous: Dan said that 

people join societies such as 

ours because they want to learn.  
 

 

There is an iris named ‘Tucson.’ 
 

   - Sue Clark, secretary 

by Dick, Linda, Cindy, Susan, 

Sandy, Bonnie, Dan, and 

Madeleine. Thank you to Jim, 

additional door prizes. 

   Kevin announced that Bob 

Van Liere’s Iris4U is closing. 
 

Board Meeting:  

Show business: Kevin    

suggested we have a visitors’ 

sign-up sheet to receive an 

email about the sale. We need 

more foam wedges for the 

vases; Bonnie and Kevin    

volunteered to research them. 

table with applications for 

both societies. Coffee and  

pastries will be coordinated 

with both groups for next 

year. We motioned and       

approved $250 for Kevin to 

purchase 200 plastic pots and 

for the 2025 show. We had 

fewer artistic arrangements 

than we did last year. Terry 

thought that this was because 

some of the Ikebana Society 

    

  

We’re on the web: 

Tucsoniris.org 

Do you have any 

rhizomes that you 
can contribute to 

the Sale? 

 We Irises 

https://renegadetucson.com/
https://renegadetucson.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-12245-Triple-Action-16/dp/B00D8NQ26C/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3R7GKJXWXMYSV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Q9Ble_mzqtNVHrMMZPmX0-5Lphv5q4uTaVfm9yHFwGOfYDNso1sXPcSrUxgr7VF6e11hNBDSD8019fySwct71L-DBn4OnpsH8gmQ8WraM9bQhsWnlrvJjASZ6rr-SQ9uw_5gmneVnvK
https://wiki.irises.org/TbPthruT/TbTucson
https://www.iris4u.com/
http://www.Tucsoniris.org


  May Meeting - photos by Dave Smith 
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Artistic Arrangements at the Show - photos by Dave Smith 
 

 

 

First arrangement by Dave Smith, 

others by Sue Clark 
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Artistic Arrangements at the Show - photos by Dave Smith 
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Arrangements by Sue Clark, except 

the one below which is by Cristina 

Bertoldi of the Arizona Chapter of 

the Ohara School of Ikebana 

SC 
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Beneficial Garden Insects, Part I: Ladybugs 
 

   Backyards may host thousands of insects, but only about a tenth of these do any damage. Most are      

in 

detail over the past year, so we won’t focus on them here), Predators (which eat pests), and Parasitizers 

 

   I am something of a ladybug nut. My favorite tea mug is decorated with ladybugs, I have a ladybug     

paperweight and small glass ladybugs in assorted colors on my kitchen window sill, I designed a ladybug 

quilt for a workshop that I hosted years ago, and I am making two other quilts with ladybugs in them. Oh, 

and I have a quilt in a show right now made of fabrics with sunflowers and ladybugs on them. So we’ll start 

our study of beneficial insects with ladybugs. 

   Ladybugs, or ladybirds as they are known in the UK, are small beetles. Some refer to them as lady beetles 

since they are not true bugs. There are over 6,000 species of ladybugs spread across the world. They are 

 

   Numerous species of ladybugs are red and spotted, some are yellow with spots, and there is even a brown 

type with no spots. The reason ladybugs are so valued in the garden is because their larvae can eat 40 

aphids per hour! These larvae are quite ferocious and are nicknamed alligators because of their scaley   

appearance. Eggs are typically yellow and are often laid near a source of prey. After three instar     

(between-molt) stages, a larva forms a pupa, which opens to reveal an adult which can live for one to two 

years. Studies have revealed that about 68% of ladybug species in temperate areas eat aphids and about 

36% of all ladybug species eat scale insects. Additional insects on the menu include mealy bugs, mites, 

thrips, and whiteflies. Unlike other insects, ladybug larvae and adults eat the same food. Ladybugs can 

multiply rapidly during an aphid outbreak and then switch to another food when the aphids become scarce.  

   The red coloring of many adults signals that they are toxic and foul-tasting. They can secrete a poisonous 

wings 

underneath which unfold and stiffen for flight. Ladybugs are preyed upon by birds, spiders, beetles, ants, 

and lacewings. They may be required to defend themselves against ants that tend aphids for their           

honeydew. These ants may attack both adult ladybugs and their eggs to protect their honeydew food source.  

   As far back as 1814 in England, it was noted that ladybugs eat pests. How can we attract and keep 

spots, 

and eliminate use of chemical pesticides. Specific ladybug-attracting plants include marigolds, 

that grow 

up in your garden are much more likely to remain there than those you might purchase in a container at a 

nursery, which are often dehydrated, illegally harvested, and not native to your area. A food supply is    

crucial, so if you do purchase ladybugs, release them in the evening at the base of a plant infested with 

Sources: Wikipedia article - “Coccinellidae,” Beneficial Insects: Meet the Beneficial Bugs in Your Garden (with Pictures) | The Old Farmer's Alma-

nac, 8 Beneficial Insects You Want to See in Your Garden - Birds and Blooms, How to Attract Ladybugs to Your Garden (and Actually Keep Them 

Around) – Garden Betty, Identifying Eggs And Larvae Of Ladybugs - Tips On Keeping Ladybugs In The Garden | Gardening Know How, Should 

You Buy Ladybugs For Natural Garden Pest Control? (msn.com), Ladybug vs Asian Beetle: What's the Difference? - Birds and Blooms, 7 Fascinat-

ing Ladybug Facts You Didn't Know - Birds and Blooms, Realistic lifecycle figures in a kit available here. Good children’s book - The Grouchy Ladybug 

 

From top: a close-up of a 
red ladybug (by Dominik 
Stodulski), 22 spot         
ladybird in Germany (by 
Olei), a ladybug with its 
outer wings (elytra) open 
and raised showing the   
transparent inner wings 
that it uses for flying 
(modernhealthcare.com), 
and a ladybug larva (aka 
alligator)  

Treasurer’s Report for May - submitted by Jim Wilcoxon 

Above: Ladybug life cycle diagram 
(from enoviti): adult, eggs, larvae, and 
pupa. Eggs are usually laid on a plant 
that is infested with aphids or scale 
insects.  (Source 5, below). Yarrow, 
dill, and tansy are favorites. (Source 6) 

MAY 2024                 YTD 

DUES:  INC             95.00  +595.00 TOTAL INC FROM DUES 

              EXP             -13.60 postage 

                                   -36.00 refreshments 

                                - 500.00 web 

                                 -213.41 books 

                                   -45.00 AIS 

                                 -120.00 region 15 

                                 -928.01 TOTAL EXP FROM DUES     - 293.01 ACT BALANCE 

SHOW:  INC           539.27 square sales       539.27 square sales 

                                  795.00 cash sales         795.00 cash sales 

                                1334.27                                 1334.27                                     

                EXP            39.14 TAIS show expenses     39.14 TAIS  show expenses     

                                  441.02   ROSE SOC                441.02 ROSE SOC      

                                  480.16 TOTAL SHOW expenses        +854.11 ACT BALANCE 

SALE:      INC       +339.48 rhizome 

                 EXP      -2483.73 rhizomes 

                               -2144.25 TOTAL SALE  EXPENSES   -2144.25 ACT BALANCE 

AUCTION:     INC         0.00 

                        EXP         0.00 
 

CHECKBOOK BALANCE   31 MAY 2024  $9413.24 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honeydew#:~:text=Aphids%20making%20%22bubbles%22%20of%20honeydew%20for%20ants.%20Honeydew,insect%20pushes%20its%20mouth%20parts%20into%20the%20plant.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coccinellidae
https://www.almanac.com/beneficial-insects-garden
https://www.almanac.com/beneficial-insects-garden
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/garden-bugs/beneficial-insects/
https://gardenbetty.com/ladybugs/
https://gardenbetty.com/ladybugs/
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/garden-how-to/beneficial/ladybug-egg-larvae-information.htm
https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/pets/should-you-buy-ladybugs-for-natural-garden-pest-control/ar-AA1fiQ1E?ocid=socialshare&pc=HCTS&cvid=89a1ec1c756a42659bae235f5fcf2ac3&ei=22
https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/pets/should-you-buy-ladybugs-for-natural-garden-pest-control/ar-AA1fiQ1E?ocid=socialshare&pc=HCTS&cvid=89a1ec1c756a42659bae235f5fcf2ac3&ei=22
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/garden-bugs/ladybug-vs-asian-beetle/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/10-things-didnt-know-ladybugs/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/10-things-didnt-know-ladybugs/
https://www.amazon.com/Insect-Lore-Ladybug-Life-Cycle/dp/B000OAEHUA/ref=asc_df_B000OAEHUA?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80195681205761&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583795260617864&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Grouchy-Ladybug-Eric-Carle/dp/0064434508/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12Z9TT8BEFU2H&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.n2sAVUR-_UcxX4F9F9pPqtpjbpgAGrbLaU7_NksFCIAoJT0LEfYkjYXL9wH1-SjIn3oDUaGl-mHNF5m3hGNUTL_6DryjJiNbRw7G20wGF7xbBXRQ_91vfqqhRqjGhKV_tUXil4j-7MVHRtI_t
By%20BIEDRONA.JPG:%20Dominik%20Stodulski%20(pandominik%20%5bat%5d%20interia.pl)derivative%20work:%20B%20kimmel%20(talk)%20-%20BIEDRONA.JPG,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8817406
By%20BIEDRONA.JPG:%20Dominik%20Stodulski%20(pandominik%20%5bat%5d%20interia.pl)derivative%20work:%20B%20kimmel%20(talk)%20-%20BIEDRONA.JPG,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8817406
By%20Olei%20-%20Self-published%20work%20by%20Olei,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=338902
By%20Olei%20-%20Self-published%20work%20by%20Olei,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=338902
https://s3-prod.modernhealthcare.com/s3fs-public/styles/width_792/public/MAGAZINE_170539963_AR_0_ENJBVZIAVZVO.jpg
https://gardenbetty.com/ladybugs/
https://enoviti-hanumangirl.blogspot.com/2013/07/ladybug-life-cycle.html
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Hybridizing Irises and Growing Their Seeds, alà Kevin 
 

   Kevin began hybridizing irises about six years ago after Rick Tasco spoke 

to 

is and why people do it. He does it for fun and to spend more time 

in his iris beds, as well as to see what he can develop. He showed photos of 

Dykes-winning irises from the early years of the Medal (mid-1930’s to        

mid-1940’s) and compared them with photos of the eight most-recent Dykes 

winners, which all have bigger and bolder flowers with ruffles and some with 

lace. Iris anatomy was reviewed, as well. 

      

      

        

 

 

 

    

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B06XTJQGY8/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?smid=A36M8XY0S3Y1EJ&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/sspa/click?ie=UTF8&spc=MTo2NTc3MjMzMzIwNjYzNTQwOjE3MTU3MjE2NTU6c3BfYXRmOjMwMDAxMzQ1MjczMTYwMjo6MDo6&url=%2FHRX-Package-Organza-Christmas-Drawstring%2Fdp%2FB073J4RS9C%2Fref%3Dsr_1_2_sspa%3Fcrid%3D3NXTP2U966F5S%26dib%3DeyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cyS
https://wiki.irises.org/TbKthruO/TbKelseyRose


Iris Haiku 
 

 

Early morning mist  
   Swirled, vanished with the rising sun. 
The irises glowed. 
  - Sue Clark 
 

Did You Know? 

Kevin Kartchner - President  

David Sliffe - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Cindy Long, Linda Briggs, Kathleen Marron, 
and Evelyn Jacobs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else and Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Taffy Holvenstot - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

Tip Exchange                        

A Little Bit of Botany and Iris History 
 

   Another staple in the iris world was Cooley’s Gardens of Silverton, 

Oregon. Founder Rholin Cooley received a gift of irises in 1923 from his 

with a surplus of this “strangely fascinating flower.” Since Rholin worked 

for the post office, mail order was the way he chose to sell their excess 

and they published a catalog in 1928. The Cooleys were so successful that 

they continued publishing a color catalog each year with the exception of 

1943 when colored ink was not available due to WWII. Pauline managed 

the family business until Rholin retired from the post office in 1950. They 

had ten acres in 1930, and as demand for irises 

 

   Cooley’s Gardens’ display gardens, wine-tastings, square dances, and an 

annual show of cut iris arrangements by Pauline assured that things were 

not ‘all work and no play’ for the family. Daughter Miriam, her children, 

and grandchildren were all involved in the business at various points 

through the years, especially after Rholin’s death in 1971. Miriam’s     

the Wister Medal in 2007, just one step below the Dykes Medal. 

with minimal outside help. By 2009, they had five acres of irises. The 

wholesale operation had been closed and all but 30 acres sold off.     

Cooley’s closed after Rick’s sudden death in 2011, as there was no one 

left to run the business. Family members rallied to dig and ship the     

rhizomes that year since the catalog had already been mailed out. It was 

the end of an era. I still hear iris people speak fondly of Cooley’s. 

   Kati arranged for a friend and hybridizer, William Plotner, to introduce 

Rick’s remaining seedlings as soon as they were ready. These included 

‘Evening  Sunset’ (2014), the near-red ‘Rick Ernst’ (2014), ‘Corey’ (2015), 

‘Silverton Spring’ (2016), and finally ‘Kati’s Pick’ (2016). - SC 
  
Source: “Starting a Backyard Business” and “Cooley’s History” in The American Iris Society, 100 Years Bold, 1920-2020: 

The Early Years Continued, Supplement 2 of 4.  
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What to do in the Iris 
Garden during June: 

 
 

 

Organic care: Feed with fish emulsion every other 

week and with feather meal and alfalfa meal (or 

alfalfa pellets) monthly. Apply humic acid as desired.   
 

Non-Organic care: No fertilizer required till fall.   

 

 

“A dripping June Brings all things in 
tune.” – Weather Proverb 

cut flowers in the world in order 
are roses, carnations,             
chrysanthemums, tulips, and 
Gerbera daisies. Americans buy 
an estimated 10 million cut  
flowers every day at a total cost of over $6.43 million.      
Specialty flowers like sunflowers, daffodils, and irises are 
typically grown on local farms because of their fragility. - SC 
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Kevin Kartchner - President  

Cindy Long - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Cindy Long, Linda Briggs, Kathleen Marron, 
and Evelyn Jacobs - Hospitality 

Taffy Holvenstot - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

Sue Clark -  Newsletter  

‘Ring Around Rosie’           
(Ernst, 2003) 

 

- SC 

https://www.marthastewart.com/8013455/how-make-flower-food
I%20Tried%20the%20Mouthwash%20Hack%20on%20My%20Fresh-Cut%20Flowers%20(bhg.com)
https://wiki.irises.org/TbPthruT/TbRingAroundRosie
https://wiki.irises.org/TbAthruE/TbEveningSunset
https://wiki.irises.org/TbPthruT/TbRickErnst
https://wiki.irises.org/TbAthruE/TbCorey
https://wiki.irises.org/TbPthruT/TbSilvertonSpring
https://wiki.irises.org/TbKthruO/TbKatisPick
https://extension.usu.edu/apec/research/cut-flower-industry

